
 
URBAN GREEN AS A KEY FOR SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

 

 

GreenKeys is part-financed by the European Union Community 
 Initiative INTERREG III B 

www.greenkeys-project.net  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOOL FOR PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS AND  

ATTITUDES TOWARDS URBAN GREEN SPACE  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author: Dr. Paschalis Arvanitidis, Department of Economics, University of Thessaly, Greece 

 

April 2008 



GREENKEYS TOOL FOR PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS URBAN GREEN SPACE 

 

www.greenkeys-project.net  2 

 
URBAN GREEN AS A KEY FOR SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

Project coordinated by LEIBNIZ INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGICAL AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DRESDEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Municipal Park 

Nova Gorica, Maja Šinigoj, 2007 



GREENKEYS TOOL FOR PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS URBAN GREEN SPACE 

 

3 

This questionnaire explores the opinions of citizens about the existing and prospective green space in 
the city. The information provided is absolutely confidential and will be used only for statistical 
analysis. 

 

PART A 

The city/municipality is about to develop a new area of green space. Details of the project are 
provided below:                                                 (To be completed by the inquirer) 

Name the green space  

Its location (area)  

Its size  

Objectives  

Other information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART B 

Question 1: On a scale of 0 to 10, please evaluate the existing public green space in your city 

putting a tick (�) in the appropriate box. Existing public green space… 
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   

             

is too little             is too much 

             

is too concentrated            is too dispersed 

             

is too central             is  too peripheral 

             

is not accessible at all            is very accessible 

             

is derelict            is very well looked after  

             

is too costly to look after            is very cheap to look after 

             

is not visited by the public             is  widely visited 

             

is not appreciated by people            is much appreciated 

             

discourages economic activities            attracts economic activities 

             

no economic activities  

take place in or around it 

           considerable economic activity 
takes place in or around it            

             

should remain in the same use             should be used more 
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productively 

             

 hinders the economic  

development of the city 

           advances economic  

development of the city            

 

PART C 

Question 2: On a scale of 0 to 10, please tell us about additional public green space in your city, 

putting a tick (�) in the appropriate box. Additional public green space … 

 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   

             

is not necessary at all             is absolutely essential 

             

should not be increased at all             should be increased substantially 

             

should be located in areas with less 
green space 

           should be scattered all over the city 

           

             

is too expensive to develop             is very cheap to provide  

             

would be too costly to maintain             would be very cheap to maintain 

             

will not be visited by people            will be widely visited 

             

 will make no difference to peoples 
welfare 

           would increase peoples welfare 
substantially            

             

will repel economic activities            will attract economic activities 

             

will make no difference to the 
surrounding land values 

           will cause substantial changes to 
surrounding land values             

             

will impede economic development 
of the city  

           will reinforce economic development 
of the city            
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PART D 

Question 3: On a scale of 0 to 10, please tell us about the prospective (new) green space (described 
at the beginning of this questionnaire), putting a tick (�) in the appropriate box. This specific green 
space … 

 

Question 4: Please evaluate the social characteristics of the area where the prospective (new) green 

space is located. Please tick (�) the appropriate box. 
 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   
             

low income            high income 

             

working class            high class 

             

single person            families  

 

PART E 

Question 5: On a scale of 0 to 10, please evaluate the following statements. Please give zero (0) 
when you strongly disagree and ten (10) when you strongly agree to the following: 
 

The city should spend more money on for the maintenance/improvement of the existing green 
space…………….... 

 

  

The city should spend money for the provision of additional green 
space…………………………....................... 

 

  

A tax should be introduced that would allow the city to maintain/improve the existing green 
space...................... 

 

  

A tax should be introduced that would allow the city to provide for additional green 
space……………………... 

 

  

All citizens should pay for the provision of green 
space……………………………………………...................... 

 

  

Only those citizens who live close enough to the green space should pay for its 
provision………………………. 

 

  

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   

             

is not necessary at all             is absolutely essential 

             

would be too costly to maintain             would be very cheap to 
maintain 

             

will not be visited by people            will be widely visited 

             

will make no difference to peoples 
welfare 

           would increase peoples welfare 
substantially            

             

will repel economic activities            will attract economic activities 

             

will make no difference to land 
values around it 

           will cause substantial changes to 
land values around it            
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The green space available in the city should stay as it 
is……………………………………………...................... 

 

  

Part of the green space should be given over to other uses when there is a need (e.g. for 
hospital)……………………. 

 

  

Part of the green space should be given over to other uses when this is profitable 
……………………………………. 

 

  

Part of the green space should be given over to other uses when this is profitable and profits should 
be distributed equally to all citizens (e.g. through reduction of 
taxes)…………………………………........................................ 

 

 

Part of the green space should be given over to other uses when this is profitable and profits should 
be distributed to those citizens that live close by (e.g. through social 
benefits)…………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

PART F 

Question 6: What additional percentage of your income would you be willing to give yearly for the 

following? Please tick (�) only one (1) box in each column. 
 

 improvement of the existing green 
space 

provision of additional green 
space 

nothing   

less than 1‰   

between 1‰ and 5‰   

between 5‰ and 1%   

between 1% and 2%   

between 2% and 3%   

between 3% and 5%   

more than 5%    
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PART G 

Respondent’s profile 

 

Year of birth:   _____________ 

 

Gender: 

 Male  
   

 Female   

 

Education: 

 Primary  
   

 Secondary  
   

 Higher (technical)  
   

 Higher (university)  
   

 Postgraduate  

 

Occupation 

Please tick (�) a box in each column. 
 

Public sector   Employee  
     

Private sector   Professional   
     

Unemployed   Businessman  

 

Welfare indicators 

 

Q1. On a scale of 0 to 10, please answer the following questions. Please give zero (0) for an 
absolutely negative (i.e. unhappy, no move) and ten (10) for an absolutely positive answer (i.e. happy, 
move). 
 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
            

Are you happy with your living in this city?            
            

Would you consider moving to another city?            

 
Q2. Please indicate your income level ticking the appropriate box. 

very low   moderate-high  
     

low   high   
     

moderate-low   very high  
     

moderate     
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